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Letter from the President

Happy New Year! Welcome to
the first newsletter of the year,

As this year starts, we reflect -
We successfully got the utility
tax reversed that will help all our
hotels in the years to come. We
held our first golf tournament
with sixteen players at Osage
National and had a great time!
Keep your eyes out for our next

flyer for this years tournament.

Here are just a few things that
we will be working on:

New marijuana law - Better
understand how this impacts our

industry.

Missouri Dept of Health - Better
understanding our relationship

and how we can help.

Missouri Dept of Revenue -
Simplify our tax exemption for

what items are exempt.

Another one of our goals in
2023 is to

membership, we are willing to

increase our
help city associations gain more
membership by providing perks
from MHLA
members that are not in a city

and look for

association. So please, if you

know of a hotel that is not a
member or a vendor that you do
a lot of business with, please let

me or Laurie know.

I, along with the Board of Di-
rectors, would like to thank you
for your support. | know for me,
watching this organization grow
and have more influence at the
state level gives me added vigor
to continue my work on the
board. | hope you will consider
helping the MHLA grow in any
way you can. This could be by
getting a few new members,
playing in our golf tournament,
or just financially supporting us.
Without your support the
MHLA would not be able to
continue their lobbying efforts,
inspire our industry to be better,
and work with our members to
continue to show how great the
travel industry is.

Now, let’s show all our travelers
what Hospitality is and have an

amazing 2023!

Sincerely,

47

Greg E. Walker
President

Missouri Hotel Lodging

Association

P.S. Please remember to check
out our web site often
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GOVERNMENTAL CONSULTANTS

THE PULSE

in MISSOURI POLITICS

INSIDE SCOOP: WHAT HAP-
PENDING IN WEEK 1?

NEW SPEAKER AND SENATE
PRESIDENT PRO-TEM

The Missouri Legislature began its
102" General Assembly on
Wednesday. The House and the
Senate elected new leadership, with
both respective floor leaders
ascending to the top spot in their
chambers. Dean Plocher is the new
Speaker of the House, and Caleb
Rowden President of the Senate.

After being elected, they both
delivered remarks outlining their
legislative priorities for the year. Pro
-Tem Rowden spoke of pro life in a
context that outlined programs to
help the child and mom postpartum,
including extended health benefits
and adoption streamlining. Education
continues to be a banner issue for
Sen Rowden, and he wants to help
kids of all ages obtain access to a full
education through both public and
private avenues. The friction
between those two factions
continues. He wants to continue and
see through the infrastructure
investments started in Missouri and
increase the threshold of votes
needed to change the Constitution.

Speaker Plocher focused on crime,
the further restructuring the tax
system, and similarly to Sen.
Rowden, education and
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infrastructure spending. Using
Missouri's unique standing in innova-
tion and biosciences specifically to
attract more businesses to Missouri
also an emphasis as was promoting
agriculture, noting Missouri ranks

second in the number of farms
located in the state with over
100,000.

Both chambers are expected to
appoint committee chairs next
week, but it's not unusual for these
plans to get delayed by a few days.
After those appointments are made,
rosters of the committees will be
announced, bills will be assigned to
committees, and hearings will begin.
It is our assumption that it will be at
least two weeks before legislation is
being heard in committees.

NEW HOUSE AND SENATE
FLOOR LEADERS

Rep. Jon Patterson, MD (R-Lee's
Summit) and Sen. Cindy O'Laughlin
(R-Shelbina) both assumed their new
roles as floor leader of their
respective chambers, which is
considered the #2 leadership spot as
the "traffic cop" who decides what
bills get debated on the floor and for
how long.

NEW
OFFICIALS

STATEWIDE

Three statewide offices saw new
faces, Scott Fitzpatrick, formerly the

State Treasurer, moved to the State
Auditor's office, which allowed the
Governor to fill the vacancy in the
Treasurer's office with Vivek Malek,
a business person from St. Louis.
Also, Attorney General Eric Schmitt
was sworn in as Missouri's new US
Senator, which allowed the
Governor to appoint Andrew Bailey,
former General Counsel to the
Governor, to be sworn in as the
new State's Attorney General.

LEGISLATOR LOOKUP

While there are many new
legislators, the state's house and
senate districts are new to reflect
population shifts; therefore, if you
have not taken the time to
determine if you have a new State
Rep or Senator, this is a great time
to look up that information.

BUDGET
RECOMMENDATIONS

The Governor will release his
recommendations for the Budget on
the 18th of January. The state is
predicted to see lower levels of new
revenue for FY24 compared to the
current fiscal year. With these
changes, the number of new
programs and services proposed will
likely be reduced compared to

previous years.


https://us-west-2.protection.sophos.com/?d=rs6.net&u=aHR0cHM6Ly9yMjAucnM2Lm5ldC90bi5qc3A_Zj0wMDFkcnNMTXoxc0xjZDFPcVQzUkRSNW1VVjY4VzNxVFc1NGd1NzBVYXJSMVNNanRlWXVfVERTTUt2WnpNM09KWmZrbDExUTE1bkc2S2hvN3prU25feml6MTV1Q0tYd1JjZTdRX0lidk1SNUFHQmd6WkY0WlgtSEUxN2lzdz
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2023 MACVB and MTA Capitol Days

Tuesday, February 21 & Wednesday, February 22, 2023

February 21 and Wednesday, February 22. Please note that registration is required by
Friday, February 10, to ensure we are able to schedule meetings with your legislators.

The event will include a reception on Tuesday evening at the Courtyard by Marriott Hotel
(located at 610 Bolivar Street in Jefferson City) from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. Wednesday will include
legislative briefing at 8:30 a.m. as well as meetings with legislators throughout the day
(tentatively from 9:00 to 2:00 p.m.).

Individuals registered to participate will have meetings scheduled with their legislators (those
representing their home and work districts) - these meetings will be scheduled based on the
availability of legislators.

Register for $50 go to https://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/eventReg?
oeidk=a07eji1vsxy74d36b83&oseq=&c=&ch=

Lodging is being held at Courtyard Jefferson City. To reserve your room, go to:

https://www.marriott.com/event-reservations/reservation-link.mi?
id=1666029181298&key=GRP&app=resvlink

The rate is $134 per night plus applicable fees and taxes.



ANNUAL HOSPITALITY EXPO
BRANSON AREA

LODGING Tuesday,
ASSOCIATION  April 18, 2023

Stone Castle Hotel & Conference Center

Set Up on Monday, April 17th from 4:00pm to 6:00pm and/or
Tuesday, April 18th from 8:00am to 10:00am
Exhibitor Booths Open Tuesday from 10:00am to 3:00pm
Vendor Reception from 3:30pm to 5:30pm

Cost is $300.00 per booth ($500 for non-members)

Booth is a 10’x10’ space with a skirted table and 2 chairs.

Electricity is available upon request at an additional charge.
DON’T MISS OUT!! REGISTER BY FRIDAY, MARCH 31, 2023

Email completed form to info@bransonarealodging.com
or mail to BALA, PO Box 430, Branson, MO 65615 or sign up at BransonArealodging.com

Name Company

Phone Number Email:

Please make checks payable to BALA or fill in credit card info below:

Amount

Name as it appears on card

Card Number

Exp Date 3-Digit Code Billing Zip Code

Signature




GOLF TOURNAMENT

LODGE OF FOUR SEASONS
THE COVE

Tuesday, May 2, 2023

11:30am Registration | 12:30pm Shotgun Start | 5:30pm Awards Dinner

The Missouri Hotel & Lodging Association is proud to
host our annual golf tournament with a two-person
scramble and raffle.

Your registration will include 18-holes with cart and
an awards dmner following.

There will be gift-hags and prizes for:
(losest to the pm * Longest Drive  Longest Putt

Discounts will be available on lodging and
additional golf rounds.

Chances to Win: Dinner Only: $25
**Kindle Fire Two-Person Team: $250
**TaylorMade Rocketbladez HP Irons Hole Sponsor $200: Signage at designated hole
*%§10,000 Cash Prize Two-person Team and Hole Sponsor: $400
Prizes awarded to tOP 3 teams in each fli ghL* REGISTRATION DEADLINE IS FRIDAY. APRIL 21ST
“Flights determined by total mumber of golfers. **Prizes are subject to change. If you have any questions contact our office at (417)559-3869 or by
email at info@lodgingmissouri.com.

Retum with Payment or register at www.LlodgingMissouri.com

Missouri Hotel & Sign up for: Price

Lodging Association

Name

Other Player

Dinner Onl
PO Box 105514 0 Y $25

Jefferson City, MO 65110
Phone: 417-559-3869 e O Two-some $250
Email: info@lodgingmissouri.com

Mathod of Payment D Visa/Mastercard D $200
[] st me [] piscover Hole Sponsor
[ ches [ American Express
[J Team & Hole Sponsor $400
Credit Card # Exp.date 3-Digit Code

Signature Billing Zip



St. Louis Area Hotel Association

33rd ANNUAL
GOLF TOURNAMENT

1$10,200 Platinum Sponsor*

« Title Sponsorship in Program

« Banner at Dinner & Lunch Site

« Announcement at Awards Ceremony/Dinner
« Major Sponsorship Gift

« Three (3) Complimentary Foursomes

« Product/Company Exclusivity

« Hole Sponsor

1$5,200 Gold Sponsor*

« Major Sponsorship in Program

« Banner at Dinner and Lunch Site

« Announcement at Awards Ceremony/Dinner
« Major Sponsorship Gift

« Two (2) Complimentary Foursomes

« Hole Sponsor

1$2,700 Silver Sponsor*

« Signage at Dinmer

« Mame in Program

« Announcement at Awards Ceremony/Dinner

SEATA

aT. LoUIla AREA HOTEL ASBODCIATION

Tuesday, September 5, 2023

Format

1:00 AM - 12200 PM 12:00 PM

Lunch and warm-up  Shotgun start (4-person

on driving range scramble). Dinner and
Awards to follow play

Whitmoor Country Club
[ Per Foursome: $1,800 ___ foursome(s)*

] $1,700 Bronze Sponsor*
« Banner at Lunch Site

» Mame in Program
« Announcement at Award Ceremony/Dinner
] $500 Hole Sponsor

« Mame in Program
« Printed recognition on Whitmoor’s two courses

« Major Sponsorship Gift J$300 Corporate Hole Sponsor
« One (1) Complimentary Foursome « Name in Program
« Hole Sponsor « Printed recognition on one course
Your will be cortacted for players’ names and confact imformmation.

COUNT ME IN: Name: Title:

Company Email:

Address: City: State: Lip:

Phone: Fax:

Al payments are non-refundabie

PAYMENT: O Credit Card: _ MC _ Visa _ AX _ Discover [ Check will be mailed [ Please send an invoice
Credit Card # Exp. Date: CVv#
Cardholder Name: Phone:
Credit Card Billing Address: Amount: §

*$200 of zach Sponscr and Team Pee will go to PAC. If you do not want to contribute to PAC, check here [ to reallocate the money to the Assocation.

WOTE: IRS regulations require us to adviss you that NO partion of the entry fees are deductible as a charitabls contribution. You may be assared,
however, that the net proceeds of this event shall be wsed to fund the Associations projects. PAC contribation is optional. PAC contributions are not

deductible for income tax purposes. Thank you for your support.

Send check & enfry form fo:
5L Lowis Area Hotel Assodation « 65908 Scanlan Avenue » 51, Louis, MO 63139

Questions? Call 314-781-5112 « Fax 314-558-6033
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HOTEL & LODGING ASSOCIATIO

OF GREATER KANSAS CITY

HLAKC Annual Meeting & Allied Member Showcase

On December 7th, the Hotel &
Lodging  Association of Greater
Kansas City held their Annual
Meeting and rolled out a new
format for the event. Typically held
over the lunch hour to install the
incoming board of directors and
discuss any business of the
association, this year's event was a
half day that included state-of-the-
industry speakers and an Allied
Member Showcase to allow time
for hoteliers and allied members to
network.

Over 100 members attended the
half day event at the Loews Kansas
City. The morning started with a
riveting panel discussion on
leveraging community partnerships
to solve staffing challenges.
Representatives from Della Lamb,
Second Chance, the Hispanic
Chamber of Commerce and

Workforce Partnerships all
participated in the panel and
offered valuable insight into how
we as an industry can become
more competitive when it comes
to attracting new employees. The
discussion centered around
engaging with community organiza-
tions to partner and uncover
creative ways to find new potential
employees.

The panel discussion was followed
by a presentation from Economist,
Chris  Kuehl on his economic
projections for 2023. Lastly, Luke
Veneskey from STR shared his
industry data and reviewed how
Kansas City performed in 2022
compared to our competitive set
and what to expect as we move
into the new year.

During breaks, our members had a

chance to network in the foyer at
the Allied Member Showcase and
learn about the new products and
services that our allied members
have to offer. The afternoon
concluded with a celebratory toast
to thank our 2022 HLAKC board
of directors and install our 2023
incoming board.

2022 Board President, Michael
Rose did a fantastic job playing the
role of MC for the day and keeping
everyone on schedule. Delicious
food & beverage was provided by
the Loews Kansas City and great
audio visual services were provided
by Encore. After receiving an enor-
mous amount of positive feedback
from attendees, HLAKC will now
make this an annual program held
each December, so plan to join us

in 2023!

Branson’s Vacation Channel Sells to Local Company

Branson, MO - Scott and Lisa Earls
have announced the sale of the
Vacation Channel to Ozark
Mountain Adventure Properties,

LLC.

Chris Myer, President of Ozark
Mountain Adventure Properties,
LLC said, “We are excited to add
The Vacation Channel to our
media lineup. The Vacation
Channel has a long history in the
Branson community. We look
forward to building on that
tradition and growing the brand to
help deliver value to both tourists

and our local community.”

Myer, commented that he had
looked at the Vacation Channel
several years ago but it wasn’t the
right time. Scott Earls approached
Myer again in early 2022. This time

BEDS

it worked and has taken several
months to finalize the acquisition
due to FCC requirements. “We
are honored that the Earls came to

us,” said Myer.

Tom Forster has also joined the
team as Director of Sales and
Operations.  “We are extremely
excited to have Tom join the team.
Tom worked at The Vacation
Channel in the past and has lived
and worked in the Branson tourism

industry for well over a decade.”

Over the last 18 years Myer has
developed numerous media
properties in Branson including

The Flavor of Branson, Taste of
Branson, Branson Restaurant Map,
Bransonrestaurants.com, The
Dining Passport, Branson Vacation
Planner, Play Branson magazine

and show. Mpyer is also involved
with the production and sales of

the Ozark Trails group publication.

Forster said, “We will be able to
give clients of our media properties
more opportunities to showcase
their business in a variety of ways.
We're really excited about the

future.

The Vacation Channel is Branson’s
television station. Locally owned
and operated. The Vacation
Channel has been provided quality
vacation and community
information with locally produced
programs since 1989. You can find
it on area Optimun cable systems
on Channel 6, digital channel 36-1.
The television station serves lakes
region as well as communities

north of Branson.



The Missouri Hotel & Lodging Association

exists to serve and unite representatives of

Missouri Hotel & Lodgin
gne the lodging industry in Missouri for the

Association

promotion and protection of their common
Laurie Hayes interests. MHLA'’s mission is to establish
Executive Director member properties as the preferred
PO Box 105514
Jefferson City MO 65110 lodging properties of choice in Missouri
Office: 573-636- 2107 through enhanced marketing efforts and

Cell: 417-559-3869

the highest standards of professionalism.
Email: info@lodgingmissouri.com

www.LodgingMissouri.com

“Tourism Matters”

2023 MHLA Officers

We are happy to have our MHLA Officers serving for their 2nd term in 2023:
President- Greg Walker, Walker Hospitality Group (Springfield)

Vice President-Michael Rose, Holiday Inn KCI (Kansas City)
Secretary/Treasurer— Pete Hall, Atrium Hospitality (Joplin)

Past President— Trey Propes,

Lodging Board Members at Large: Associate Board Members:

Steve Ehrhardt, Owner-Comfort Inn (St Robert/Fort Leonard Wood) Diane Gillespie, Jefferson City CVB

Lori Lammers, Kinseth Hospitality (Columbia) Tyler Morgan, Tilton Thomas & Morgan (Saint Joseph)
Gail Myer, Myer Hotels (Branson)

Steve Scherer, Leisure Hotel (Branson)

Nicole Kevor Torres, Camden on the Lake (Lake of the Ozarks)

Erik Ubberoth, Drury Hotels



